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The Ummah and the Imamate: Witnessing and Testimony

Dr. al-Sayyid Hashim al-Milani 

Abstract
In Islamic theological discourse, scholars have traditionally prefaced their 

examinations of the Imamate with preliminary discussions concerning its defini3

tion, methodology, and underlying necessity. Contemporary scholarship refers to 

these foundational inquiries as the "philosophy of the Imamate," as they establish 

the requisite theoretical and epistemological frameworks prior to engaging with 

the core subject matter. In alignment with this scholarly tradition, the present re3

search initiates its inquiry by delineating the primary theoretical foundations and 

methodological approaches that guide the trajectory of this study. Given that foun3

dational principles dictate conceptual meanings and methodologies yield specific 

outcomes, a rigorous refinement of these elements is imperative for establishing 

a rational, comprehensible, and cohesive academic discourse. The methodology 

adopted herein utilizes a synthetic approach, integrating the rational deductions of 

a sound intellect with established texts from authentic Islamic sacred texts. Con3

sequently, the theoretical framework of the Imamate is demonstrated to rest upon 

three fundamental pillars: the existential (ontological) principle, the humanistic 

(anthropological) principle, and the cognitive (epistemological) principle. Follow3

ing the critical delineation of these foundations, the study transitions to its central 

thesis by advancing a Qur'anic proof—extrapolated from exegetical literature and 

applied within the realm of Islamic theology—to substantiate the doctrine of the 

Imamate. This argument is anchored in the Qur'anic verse: "And thus we have 

made you a just community that you will be witnesses over the people and the 

Messenger will be a witness over you" (Quran 2:143), a verse that conceptually 

underpins the overarching theme and title of this research.

Keywords: imamate, ontology, anthropology, epistemology, Islamic theol3

ogy, ummah, Qur'anic exegesis.
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The Theological Teachings of Imam al-Hasan al-Mujtaba 
(a): An Analytical Study in Light of Hadith Sources

Sayyid Mohsen al-Musawi

Abstract
The theological teachings of Imam al-Hasan al-Mujtaba (a) are analytically 

investigated in this study through a rigorous examination of his hadith, which en3

compasses sermons, correspondence, instructions, and theological disputations. 

Furthermore, the principal intellectual challenges and doctrinal deviations prev3

alent during his era are systematically identified, elucidating the strategic mech3

anisms employed by the Imam (a) to counteract these adversities. A descrip3

tive-analytical and historical methodology, grounded in traditional and historical 

sources, is utilized to conduct this inquiry. Among the most significant findings 

of the study are the authenticity and profundity of the doctrinal framework of 

Imam al-Hasan (peace be upon him), as well as its close and integral connection 

to the Qur’an and the Sunnah. The study also highlights the comprehensiveness 

and diversity of his methodological approach in elucidating knowledge—en3

compassing oratory, correspondence, dialogue, exemplary conduct, and counsel. 

Furthermore, it underscores his wisdom and insight in confronting intellectual 

challenges, and his enduring legacy as an authoritative intellectual and doctrinal 

reference for the Muslim community.

Keywords: Imam al-Hasan al-Mujtaba (a), theological teachings, intellec3

tual challenges, methodology, imamate, eschatology
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The Language of Discourse in the Verse of Proclamation
Dr. Ammar Abdul-Razzaq Al-Sagheer 

Abstract
This research begins with a scholarly introduction concerning the signif3

icance and interpretation of the Verse of Proclamation (Ayat al-Tabligh) from 
Surah Al-Ma'idah, examining it from both theological and narrative perspectives 
within the Shiite and Sunni schools of thought. It aims to analyze the verse's 
implications for the guardianship (Wilayah) of the Commander of the Faithful, 
Imam Ali bin Abi Talib (a), by tracing three primary dimensions of the discourse 
that form the objective structure of the study, ultimately concluding with text-
based and rational arguments for his successorship. The first dimension address3
es the prophetic method in communicating the verse. An analytical reading of 
the verse and the circumstances at Ghadir Khumm reveals a divine and prophetic 
framework that made that day a pivotal and enduring historical event. The oc3
currences there were not spontaneous; rather, they uncovered a carefully planned 
prophetic strategy designed to establish binding proof upon the Ummah, shifting 
the concept of the Imamate from a temporary historical incident to a timeless, 
message-driven movement and a renewed divine authority guiding the nation's 
future. The second dimension explores the sociology of the discourse, highlight3
ing the immense responsibility the Prophet faced. Aware of internal opposition 
plotting to subvert the religion, the Quranic language employed decisive phras3
ing to illustrate the gravity of the matter—not to threaten his noble person—cul3
minating in the divine promise of protection to secure this urgent proclamation 
and shield the future of the message from the schemes of hypocrites. Finally, the 
third dimension examines the function of the performative act in the text. Re3
inforced by the imperative command "proclaim," the performative act shifts the 
divine discourse from the realm of verbal expression into the sphere of execution 
and realization, mandating the implementation of the Wilayah's requirements 
through direct procedural steps. The conditional correlation in the phrase "and 
if you do not do it" reveals the magnitude of this command, equating it with the 
entirety of the prophetic message. This correlation clarifies that the Prophet's pri3
or hesitation was not a refusal, but a wise precaution against the repercussions of 
hypocrisy and the rebellion of individuals whose faith was not yet dogmatically 
sound, as they still viewed prophethood and religion through the lens of worldly 
kingship and legislation.

Keywords: Ghadir, Verse of Proclamation, Imam Ali, infallibility
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Imam al-Husayn (a) and the Imamate: An Elucidation of Principles 
and a Renewal of Concepts

Dr. Ibrahim al-Rida'i al-Kaliri 

Abstract
Relying upon primary Islamic sources and employing a descriptive-an3

alytical methodology, this research investigates the measures undertaken by 
Imam al-Husayn (a) to elucidate the foundational principles and concepts of the 
Imamate. The findings indicate that in response to the socio-political climate that 
emerged following the alienation of the Ahl al-Bayt (a) from the caliphate and 
the systematic attempts to obliterate the legacy of Imam Ali (a), Imam al-Hu3
sayn (a) dedicated profound efforts throughout his lifetime to clarifying and re3
vitalizing the core tenets of the Imamate. These endeavors included defining the 
semantic scope of the concept of the Imam, establishing the absolute necessity 
of the Imam's presence within Islamic society, and delineating the indispens3
able prerequisites for leadership—most notably, being divinely chosen and pos3
sessing infallibility. These elements constitute the fundamental principles of the 
Imamate according to the Ahl al-Bayt (a), which Imam al-Husayn (a) actively 
sought to restore. Furthermore, his efforts encompassed the dissemination of the 
virtues of Imam Ali (a) and the substantiation of the Ahl al-Bayt's (a) rightful 
claim to the Imamate through the application of Qur'anic verses and prophetic 
narrations. A primary objective behind this comprehensive elucidation was to 
underscore the exalted nature of the Imamate, thereby demonstrating that this di3
vine office cannot be assumed by the unqualified, while simultaneously reviving 
the societal prominence of Imam Ali's (a) merits. Consequently, this doctrinal 
exposition served as an implicit critique of the Umayyad dynasty, who usurped 
the position of the Imamate and caliphate from the Ahl al-Bayt (a) devoid of the 
requisite competencies.

Keywords: Imam al-Husayn (a), imamate, Ahl al-Bayt (a), Imam Ali (a), 
Islamic theology, divine leadership
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The Attributes of the Guardian (Wali al-Amr) in Light of Imam 
al-Husayn’s (a) Testament to His Brother Muhammad ibn al-Hanafi-

yya: An Analytical Study

By Shaykh Muhannad Ghazi al-'Uqabi 

Abstract
This research endeavors to elucidate Imam al-Husayn’s (a) conception of 

the guardian (wali al-amr) through an analytical examination of the Imam's tes3

tament to his brother, Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya. The study aims to delineate 

the criteria established by the Imam for a legitimate, authoritative guardian and 

the methodologies for rejecting an oppressive ruler, thereby cementing a political 

and ethical foundation for governance legitimacy according to the Ahl al-Bayt 

(a). The study adopts an analytical and inferential methodology, drawing upon 

and documenting evidence from authoritative hadith and historical sources with3

in both the Shiʿi and Sunni traditions. The study systematically addresses its 

objectives across three primary axes: first, a comparative analysis of the concept 

of the guardian between the school of the Ahl al-Bayt (a) and the Sunni school, 

as well as exploring the concept of the testament (waṣiyyah) and its various 

types; second, an exploration of the concept of the guardian within the Holy 

Qur'an; and third, an examination of the guardian's attributes as articulated in 

Imam al-Husayn's (a) testament, including the Imam's practical manifestation 

of these traits. The paper concludes with a summary of findings and scholarly 

recommendations.

Keywords: testaments, Imam al-Husayn (a), wali al-amr, Islamic gover3

nance, political theology
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Imam al-Sajjad (a) as a Leader in the Spiritual and Ethical Awak-
ening of the Ummah: A Systematic Qur'anic and Historical Per-

spective

Dr. Muhammad Ali Mirzaei 
Abstract

Grounded in a profound reflection upon the pedagogical biography of 
Imam Zayn al-Abidin (a) and his methodology for the purification and spiritual 
refinement of the Islamic nation (Ummah), this research aims to underscore the 
principle of isomorphism between the ethical, spiritual, and psychological con3
stitution of a nation and its corresponding civilizational and historical outputs. 
This objective is pursued through an examination of Imam al-Sajjad's (a) lead3
ership role in spearheading a spiritual and ethical renaissance in the aftermath of 
the Karbala tragedy, amidst the profound social and political transformations that 
engulfed the Islamic world. The study operates on the premise that worship and 
supplication function as fundamental catalysts for existential and civilizational 
metamorphosis—a concept practically embodied by Imam al-Sajjad (a), who 
established a disciplined methodological school rooted in Qur'anic behavioral 
logic. The central research problem addresses the spiritual and moral collapse 
that afflicted the Ummah following its deviation from the prophetic trajectory, 
characterized by pervasive psychological and spiritual contamination. This deg3
radation served as the foundation for a succession of violent and transgressive 
intra-Muslim conflicts, culminating during the Imam's lifetime in the tragedy 
of Karbala. The core issue is thus diagnosed not merely as an epistemological 
deficiency, but as a profound weakness of will, fragility of resolve, and the cor3
ruption and hardening of hearts subjugated by sin. Ultimately, the study asserts 
that nations can only innovate and produce in alignment with their intrinsic psy3
chological, ethical, intellectual, and behavioral frameworks; consequently, any 
deterioration in these domains inevitably precipitates civilizational collapse and 
decadence, as social and civilizational structures are merely reflections of the 
deep identity and psychological nature of their constituents.

Keywords: civilization subjugation, ethical awakening, will and civiliza3
tion isomorphism, imamate of ethics, systematic Qur'anic approach, al-Sahifa 
al-Sajjadiyya.
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Imam al-Baqir (a) and the Demand for Rights

Shaykh Ali al-Ghazzi 
Abstract

The concept of wasiyya (testament)—defined as the guidance of an individ3

ual toward a specific conduct, even at the level of verbal instruction—manifests 

in several forms within the narrations attributed to Imam al-Baqir (a). These 

forms encompass testaments transmitted from preceding prophets and desig3

nated successors, prescriptive advice dispensed to those seeking his guidance, 

and his practical conduct, which serves as a definitive methodological model 

for his followers due to his authoritative status as an Imam whose actions con3

stitute binding proof. This practical conduct implicitly operates as a testament 

in its broader conceptual sense, given its external necessity for adherence. This 

study specifically focuses on the third manifestation—practical conduct within 

the political sphere—by examining the notion of "demanding one's rights" as 

an unavoidable behavioral necessity in the realm of politics, a dynamic inherent 

to all political engagements, whether from a position of authority or opposi3

tion. Recognizing Fadak as one of the most prominent rights unjustly usurped 

from the Ahl al-Bayt (a), this research allocates significant attention to Imam 

al-Baqir's (a) political maneuvering in pursuit of reclaiming it, treating his con3

duct as a practical directive for his adherents. This subject is explored through an 

eight-point analytical framework encompassing the conceptualization of rights 

and their reclamation, the historical trajectory of Fadak up to the era of Imam 

al-Baqir (a), the Imam's specific demands regarding Fadak, the implications of 

relevant narrations, the intricacies of the Imam's admonitions, the paramount 

importance of Fadak's restitution, the administrative actions of Umar ibn Abd 

al-Aziz concerning Fadak prior to its return, and an analysis of why the Com3

mander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (a), did not reclaim Fadak during his caliphate, 

concluding with a summary of findings.

Keywords: testaments, Fadak, Imam al-Baqir (a), Umar ibn Abd al-Aziz, 

political rights
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Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (a) and the Engineering of Social Relations

Shaykh Dr. Murtadha Faraj 

Abstract
This research endeavors to delineate the fundamental role executed by the 

Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (a), with a specific focus on Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (a), in 

structurally engineering the social dynamics of their followers, both concerning 

their interactions with the broader society and within their own communal ranks. 

The study is predicated on the hypothesis that the paradigm of social relations 

became increasingly confounded following the demise of the Prophet (s) amidst 

the ensuing political turbulence within the Islamic world. This chaos led to the 

obfuscation of core values and principles, a phenomenon exacerbated signifi3

cantly in the wake of the tragedy of Karbala. In response, the Imams of the Ahl 

al-Bayt (a)—as part of their comprehensive effort to define the contours of their 

doctrinal school—systematically engineered the relational frameworks of their 

adherents. This involved strategically calibrating interactions with the oppres3

sive political authorities, diverse factions of the Islamic society, and fellow be3

lievers. This intricate social engineering was executed in strict accordance with 

the teachings of the Holy Qur'an and the prophetic Sunnah, navigating a highly 

complex socio-political landscape.

Keywords: Imam al-Sadiq (a), social relations, wilayah, believers, oppres3

sive authorities
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The Evolution of Islamic Theology ('Ilm al-Kalam) During the Era 
of Imam al-Sadiq (a)

By Professor Ali al-Safi al-Isfahani 

Abstract
This concise research aims to analytically investigate a specific segment 

of the theological epistemologies attributed to Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (a), draw3

ing upon his invaluable testaments and doctrinal teachings. These teachings 

represent the most prominent manifestations of his comprehensive erudition, 

enduring legacy, and profound intellectual contributions. The study is situated 

within the broader discourse surrounding the exalted persona and elevated sta3

tus of Imam al-Sadiq (a)—a profound depth and expansiveness universally ac3

knowledged even by his theological adversaries. The immeasurable scope of his 

virtues and intellectual mastery has continually confounded scholars, yielding a 

legacy wherein eminent intellects have graduated from his school, and extensive 

volumes have been authored attempting to explicate merely a fraction of his 

spiritual stations and boundless merits. The primary objective of this research is 

to underscore the centrality and paramount importance of theology and doctrinal 

tenets within the intellectual paradigm of Imam al-Sadiq (a), with a concentrated 

focus on various interconnected thematic dimensions.

Keywords: Imam al-Sadiq (a), Islamic theology, theological debates, tes3

taments



442

True Doctrinal Knowledge in the Hadiths of Imam al-Kazim (a)

Professor Ali Akbar al-Mahdipour 

Abstract
This study aims to analyze the strategies employed by Imam Musa al-Ka3

zim (a)—the seventh Imam of the Imami Shi'a—to preserve Shi'i identity and 

support his adherents amidst the severe political constraints imposed by the Ab3

basid authority. The research is predicated on the hypothesis that the Imamate, 

functioning as the comprehensive stewardship of the Islamic nation's spiritual 

and temporal affairs, was flawlessly embodied in the praxis of Imam al-Kazim 

(a), notwithstanding the multiplicity and variance of his methodologies neces3

sitated by circumambient conditions. Employing a historical-analytical meth3

odology, the study investigates primary and secondary sources pertaining to the 

Imam's biography. The findings indicate that the Imam (a) utilized diverse stra3

tegic approaches, most notably addressing internal schisms, safeguarding the 

Shi'i doctrine, providing material and moral support to his followers, and directly 

confronting the Abbasid regime. Furthermore, the research elucidates specific 

historical episodes, including his imprisonment, his correspondence with Harun 

al-Rashid, and his categorical refusal to issue an apology. It also systematically 

reviews his theological expositions concerning monotheism, prophethood, and 

the Imamate.

Keywords: Imam al-Kazim (a), imamate, Shi'ism, Abbasid dynasty, 

prophethood, Islamic theology
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Theological Discourse on the Temporal Origination of the Universe 
and Divine Will in the Doctrinal Testaments of Imam al-Rida (a)

Sayyid Qasim Ali al-Ahmadi 

Abstract
This concise treatise investigates the theological proof for the temporal 

origination (huduth) of the universe, establishing its ontological reality as being 

preceded by non-existence and thereby negating the eternity of all entities other 

than God Almighty. This inquiry is grounded in the transmitted narrations of 

Imam Ali ibn Musa al-Rida (a) and the other infallible Imams (a), as well as the 

rational arguments advanced by Shi'i theologians. The primary objective of this 

research is to articulate a succinct and definitive proof regarding the universe's 

temporal creation, unequivocally refuting the eternality of created beings through 

a synthesis of sacred texts and rational evidence. By rigorously analyzing the tra3

ditions narrated from the Imams (a) alongside the deductive reasoning of Shi'i 

theologians, the study provides a comprehensive yet accessible academic syn3

thesis. Ultimately, this treatise affirms that the universe is an originated creation, 

whereas God Almighty is the sole Eternal and Everlasting reality, un-preceded 

by non-existence, aiming to consolidate this fundamental doctrinal conviction 

upon a robust foundation of both transmitted and rational proofs.

Keywords: Imam al-Rida (a), temporal origination, divine will, theology, 

eternity, Shi'i theologians
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The Role of Imam al-Jawad (a) in Consolidating and Defending Is-
lamic Tenets

Dr. Sayyid Muhammad al-Tabataba'i al-Yazdi 

Abstract
This research aims to highlight the pivotal role executed by Imam Muham3

mad ibn Ali al-Jawad (a) in consolidating Islamic theological doctrines and con3

fronting the myriad intellectual and doctrinal challenges that emerged during his 

epoch. The significance of this study stems from the fact that Imam al-Jawad (a) 

navigated a critical historical juncture characterized by extensive intellectual dy3

namism and the proliferation of deviant ideological currents; despite the brevity 

of his life and Imamate, his scholarly and intellectual contributions profoundly 

impacted the stabilization of core doctrinal parameters. The study systematical3

ly analyzes the Imam's methodology in defending orthodox tenets, elucidating 

his strategies for countering doctrinal deviations and religious extremism (ghu3

luww), and articulating the fundamental monotheistic paradigms he firmly es3

tablished through his discourses and disputations. Utilizing a critical-analytical 

methodology, the research draws upon authoritative historical and theological 

narrations from both Sunni and Shi'i corpora, supplemented by pertinent con3

temporary scholarship. The findings demonstrate that Imam al-Jawad (a) reso3

lutely combated doctrinal aberrations—particularly the extremist faction of Abu 

al-Khattab—by providing unequivocal exegeses of monotheistic concepts and 

systematically purging Islamic dogma of anthropomorphic accretions (tajsim 

and tashbih). Furthermore, the research underscores the Imam's profound effi3

cacy in dismantling the intellectual polemics instigated by the pervasive cultural 

syncretism of his time.

Keywords: Imam al-Jawad (a), Islamic theology, monotheism, extremism, 

doctrinal deviations, anthropomorphism



445

Imam al-Hadi (a) and His Missionary Role in Preserving and Con-
veying the Imamate Through His Sayings and Testaments

Munif Fayyad 
Abstract

The tenth infallible leader, Imam Ali ibn Muhammad al-Hadi (a), played 

a pivotal mission-oriented role in safeguarding the institution of the Imamate 

during his era, conceptualizing it as the third foundational principle of the Is3

lamic faith, inextricably linked to the doctrines of monotheism (tawhid) and 

prophethood (nubuwwah). The authentic comprehension of these prior tenets is 

contingent upon the recognition of, and belief in, the Imamate, as it represents 

the exalted essence of Islam and the actualization of true monotheism. Despite 

the severe political coercion and intellectual tribulations characteristic of the 

Abbasid epoch (254–220 AH), Imam al-Hadi (a) resolutely assumed the re3

sponsibility of proclaiming the message of the Imamate, thereby perfecting the 

continuum of the prophets, messengers, and their designated successors (a). The 

trajectory of this research is structured around two primary objectives: first, to 

delineate the most prominent intellectual currents contemporaneous with Imam 

al-Hadi (a) and to analyze their ideological positions regarding the leadership 

of the Ummah following the Messenger of Allah (s); and second, to elucidate 

the instrumental role of the Imam (a) in the preservation and dissemination of 

the Imamate through his authoritative discourses and prescriptive testaments, 

strictly contextualized within the parameters of the Holy Qur'an and the Pro3

phetic Sunnah. Accordingly, the study is systematically divided into two main 

sections—the first examining the doctrinal and sectarian challenges of the speci3

fied Abbasid period, and the second analyzing the Imam's communicative strate3

gies in defending the Imamate—culminating in a conclusion that synthesizes the 

most salient findings of the inquiry.

Keywords: Imam al-Hadi (a), imamate, Islamic propagation, Abbasid dy3

nasty, the Qur'an and Sunnah.
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Contours of Ethics and Education in the Teachings of Imam al-
Hasan al-ʿAskari (a)

Dr. Hamed Fayazi

Abstract
This study seeks to explore the ethical and pedagogical teachings of Imam 

al-Hasan al-ʿAskari (a), who left behind a rich intellectual legacy of principles 

and values that constitute a foundational resource for addressing numerous eth3

ical and educational challenges in contemporary society. A rigorous scholarly 

engagement with these teachings contributes to the development of deeper and 

more nuanced approaches to complex issues. The study relies on the direct ex3

amination of narrations attributed to the Imam (a) in hadith sources in order to 

uncover their multiple dimensions. Accordingly, the focus is not placed on de3

tailed isnād verification or purely biographical-critical analysis (ʿilm al-rijal), but 

rather on extracting the ethical and pedagogical content, while avoiding reliance 

on reports surrounded by contextual indicators that cast doubt on their authentic3

ity. In this context, the analysis is not limited to narrations that explicitly address 

ethical and educational themes; it also encompasses texts containing implicit 

indications embedded within other thematic discussions. Additionally, the study 

examines the Imam’s practical conduct as the lived embodiment of his verbal 

teachings. In conclusion, the study aims to present a comprehensive vision of this 

intellectual heritage, to establish a solid foundation for its scholarly and practical 

application, and to facilitate the rediscovery and activation of this spiritual lega3

cy in both individual and social life.

Keywords: Imam al-Hasan al-ʿAskari (a), ethical teachings, educational 

challenges, hadith, practical conduct.
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Imamate in Imam al-Mahdi’s Letters: Rules and Characteristics

Sheikh Hussein Abd al-Rida al-Asadi

Abstract

This study focuses on clarifying the general principles and foundational 

pillars of our belief in the Imamate—its functions, the Imam’s attributes, and 

his distinctive qualities—based on what appears in the signed letters (tawqīʿāt) 

of Imam al-Mahdi (may God hasten his relief) that have reached us. These let3

ters convey such matters either implicitly or explicitly, whether in the form of a 

claim (and the Imam’s claim requires no proof due to his infallibility) or a claim 

accompanied by evidence (and any evidence the Imam provides is not obligatory 

for him to offer; rather, it is an act of grace meant to strengthen the claim within 

us or to argue against deniers and skeptics).

Keywords: Imamate, occultation, signed letter, deputyship.


