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The Doctrine of Mahdism and Waiting in Islamic Heritage

Prof. Dr. Shaheed Kareem Muhammad Al-Kaabi
Department of History - University of Maysan

Assistant Lecturer Ayat Aziz Jari

Abstracts

This research addresses the doctrine of Mahdism and waiting in Islamic
heritage, a topic that has been explored by writers and historians both in the
past and present. It remains a fertile field for study due to its controversial
nature since its inception and its doctrinal impact on the paths of its adher-
ents’ sects and schools of thought. This is due to the multiple personalities
that claimed and adopted this belief according to their differing intellectual,
sectarian, and political orientations. Given the importance of the topic, the
research is divided into three main sections:

The first section: the idea of the awaited Mahdi in the Umayyad era, the
second section: the thought of the awaited Mahdi in the Abbasid era, and the
third section: the awaited and Mahdist in the doctrine of the Twelver Shiites.

The research reached several important conclusions, including the clear
and more emphatic emergence of the Mahdist doctrine in Islam compared
to other monotheistic religions, through the emphasis of Quranic texts and
prophetic traditions on the inevitability of this idea. It also highlighted the
historical disagreement over the personality of the Mahdi, his role, and the
time of his appearance among Islamic sects.

Keywords: Mahdism, Awaiting, Occultation, Awaited Mahdi, Shi'ism.
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