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The Concept of “Sultan” in Shiite Thought
A Study in “Was2’il al-Shi'a” by Al-Hurr Al-Amili (d. 1104 AH)

Mohammad Reza Al-Khaqani (Beig)
Specialist in Islamic History - University of Tehran / Iran

Abstract

The issue of political rule and who deserves it is one of the
matters related to the political aspect of Islam. The Islamic politi-
cal rule, represented by the Islamic government established by the
Prophet (Peace be upon him and his family) in Medina, has occu-
pied Muslim scholars regardless of their intellectual and theolog-
ical affiliations. In Islamic hadith and historical heritage, we find
many references to this aspect of Islam and the issue of rule and the
ruler; the ruler has been referred to with various terms and con-
cepts such as “Imam,” “Wali,” “Amir,” and other terms that indicate
a political or governmental status. One of the terms used to refer
to this matter is “Sultan.”

Considering the Islamic hadith and historical heritage across
different eras, we find that the meaning of the term “Sultan” has
undergone stages of conceptual and semantic development; it
sometimes indicated “divine authority and its dominance” and
“proof,” pointing to a divine aspect, and at other times it referred
to the “ruler” or “matters related to political rule.” This term is also
found in Shiite narrative heritage, as it has been mentioned by the
Imams (peace be upon them) in various narrations. This research
attempts to study the intended concept of the term “Sultan” in a
major narrative source, “Wasa’il al-Shi’a,” to uncover its intended
meaning in Shiite thought.

Keywords: Shiism, Political Thought, Wasa’il al-Shia, Sultan.
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