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The Ziyarat Arba'een is a model for a compassionate

society, the opposite of modernist individualism

Dr. Talal Atrissi Professor of Social Sciences Beirut University

Abstracts

The Ziyarat Arba'een has become a subject of research interest at the
social, cultural, and intellectual levels, in international circles and in vari-
ous study centers. This interest has been accompanied by the assertion that
such a visit is an unprecedented event in human history across the ages.
The research will address the relationship of the Ziyarat Arba'een with the
revival of Ashura as two interconnected events in terms of doctrinal, emo-
tional, and psychological dimensions, and in terms of the circumstances
faced by the Shia in reviving these two occasions. The research will also ad-
dress a central idea, which is the model presented by the Ziyarat Arba'een,
in all its details at the level of the behavior of the thousands who host the
visitors, and provide them with extensive and diverse voluntary services,
without seeking any profit or material benefit, but to draw closer to Allah
through serving the visitors of Hussein (peace be upon him). This can be
referred to as (the compassionate society) in harmony with the Quranic
dimension: “The example of the believers in their affection and mercy for
each other”. The research attempts to show that this (compassionate so-
ciety), which is one of the expressions of the good life, contradicts with
modern contemporary societies, where individualism that justifies selfish-
ness, the dominance of money, and the priority of benefit, grows, and any
human or moral dimension is absent from it. Along with globalization
slogans like the strongest does not wait for the weakest, and the fastest
devours the slowest. The research wants to show that the phenomenon
of youth participation in the Ziyarat Arba'een also contradicts the state-
ments that accuse these young people of frivolity and turning away from
religion and its rituals and rites. This calls for a reconsideration of such
statements at the cultural and social levels, and thinking about them from
different theoretical perspectives, related to the reality of our societies and
the culture of these societies in light of what the experience of the Ziyarat
Arba'een offers.

Keywords: Ziyarat Arba'een, compassionate society, youth, good life,

Shia, modernity, West, individualism.
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