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Hilla School of Speech

Sheikh Muhammad Taqi Al-Subhani

Muhammad Jaafar Reza

Abstract

The Hawza in Hilla was established from the early days of the con-

struction of this city in the sixth century of the Hijra by the Shiites and
the presence of a group of senior scholars in it. Although the scholars
of this Hawza were more concerned with the sciences related to juris-
prudence, soon thereafter, in light of some emerging necessities, the-
ology began to flourish in this city as well. Although the speech in the
city of Hilla was, according to the speakers of the school of irrigation,
influenced by the late Mu'tazilites, after the appearance of Khawaja Na-
sir al-Din al-Tusi and Ibn Maytham al-Bahrani, theological research
tell under the influence of Peripatetic philosophy completely. Although
this new current was still critical of philosophical ideas in the original
questions of speech, it was in method and theological literature, influ-
enced largely by philosophy. In addition to the theological current, it
is necessary to mention the hadith theological current as well, of which
Sayyid Ibn Taws was one of the most important representatives in Hilla.
This current, which was an extension of the modern theological school
in Qom, was in methodology, style, and some important belief issues,
critical of the theologians.
In the Hilla School, we must not lose sight of mystical tendencies as
well. These trends gradually began to influence all the ideas of the
Imamate and even the theologians and philosophers as well. Although
some Hilla scholars still directed their criticism at mystical and mysti-
cal ideas, some scholars of this school, such as Khawaja Nasir al-Din
al-Tusi and Ibn Maytham al-Bahrani, were under the influence of this
current. Although these two sciences were researching their mental
books based on mental and theological constructs, at the same time
they believed that there was also a higher type of knowledge, mystical
knowledge.

Keywords: Hilla, Hilla theological school, history of Imami speech,
Imami intellectual currents.
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