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Theories in the emergence of religion
A critical analytical study
Samer Tawfiq Ajami
Abstract

The observer of the psychology of peoples observes that the re-
ligious instinct in the sense of feeling psychological attraction to
a paradoxical existence of nature is a common condition among
human civilizations. Several studies appeared in explaining the
emergence of religions, some of them argued that religion is born
of ignorance of the scientific explanation of natural phenomena, or
fear of them, and in (the time of science) where man understood
natural phenomena in the light of the experimental method, myth-
ological religious explanations withdrew to abandon their position
for scientific interpretation, so there is no longer a need for reli-
gion, and faith in Allah has exhausted its purpose.

But these people overlooked that science does not contradict faith,
so there is no objection to the natural phenomenon having two
reasons: physical and metaphysical, the discovery of natural laws
does not mean the decline of faith in Allah a step back, but rather
a step forward, because it reveals the secrets of the greatness of
Allah in the design of nature, but what contradicts religion is the
exploitation of science to pressure man in a purely physical utili-
tarian form, and alienation from his higher longings beyond the
limits of nature.

Religion gives life an explanation with purpose and meaning, and
religious feeling reassures humans, expels them from anxiety, and
gives them the strength to face challenges, so as not to lead to ni-
hilism, pessimism, and loss. The deeper a person goes deeper into
himself, the more he feels the need for religiosity, because he dis-
covers his weakness and helplessness, which is the opposite of what
Feuerbach put forward in explaining religion. Karl Marx's por-
trayal of religion as the result of the will to exploit the ruling and
rich class to serve its interests is a systematic mistake because he
confused religion itself as a divine given, which fights exploitation
and resists arrogance, and religion in human ijtihad and populist
practice, where misapplication and exploitation distort religion,
turning religiosity from a salvation force into a lever for misery
and numbing minds.

Keywords: religion, belief in Allah, ignorance of phenomena, fear
of nature, alienation from oneself, class contradiction, scientific
explanation.
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