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A Critical Reading of the Book Critique of Religious
Discourse by Nasr Hamid Abua Zayd (Part Two)

Shaykh Mazin al-Mutur1

Abstract

This article constitutes the second part of a critical study of Nasr Hamid
Abii Zayd’s Critique of Religious Discourse, a work originally submitted
as a professorial thesis at Cairo University. The book seeks to explore the
mechanisms and intellectual foundations of religious discourse, with particular
emphasis on modes of meaning in religious texts and the processes by which
these meanings are produced and interpreted. This study engages with the central
provocations of Abli Zayd’s work, analyzing its structure and assumptions
while highlighting its internal inconsistencies, contradictions, and limited grasp
of Islamic thought and its diverse trajectories. It also critiques the reductive
tendencies and methodological pitfalls in Abii Zayd’s analysis, such as his
selective and unilateral approach, and his imposition of a secularist lens onto
religious texts. Moreover, the study notes how Abl Zayd, despite his critiques
of religious writers, ultimately replicates many of the same shortcomings he
attributes to them. The critique adopts a focused and condensed method in
presenting observations and objections, avoiding excessive elaboration except

where necessary to clarify key points.

Keywords: religious knowledge, Islamic thought, hermeneutics, religious
discourse, secularism, hakimiyya, tradition, Qur’anic text, historicism, silence
of the text.
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The First Theological School of Medina: From Its Foun-
dation to the Martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn (a)

Sayyid ‘Al Husaynizadah

Abstract

This article aims to demonstrate the formation of a distinct Shi‘i intellec-
tual school prior to the tragedy of Karbala’, centered around a core group of
doctrinally committed followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (a). The study is divided
into two main sections. The first examines the epistemic standing of the Imams
of the Ahl al-Bayt (a) within early Islamic society, highlighting their role as
intellectual leaders, and provides evidence of their theological engagement
within the political developments of the formative period. The second section
reassesses the identity of early Shi‘ism through the lens of the so-called Sabai-
yya movement, aiming to dispel ambiguities and misrepresentations surround-
ing the existence of a core Shi‘i group loyal to the Ahl al-Bayt (a) before the
Ashura’ tragedy. This involves a critical reading of the historical narrative, in

light of the loss and distortion of many sources from that era.

Keywords: political Shi‘ism, doctrinal Shi‘ism, Ahl al-Bayt,
Imam‘AlT 8&%, kalam, oral tradition, Sabaiyya.
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Treatise on the Principles of Religion

Mirza Abiu al-Qasim al-Qummi
Edited and translated by Shaykh Muhsin Zahir Sha‘ban

Abstract

This work presents the foundational principles of Islamic belief—di-
vine unity, justice, prophethood, imamate, and resurrection—as the core
pillars of faith and the structure upon which the religion stands. Islamic
scholars, particularly Imam1 Shi‘1 jurists, have devoted significant attention
to explaining these principles using both rational and scriptural arguments,
aiming to provide believers with a clear and reasoned understanding of their
creed. Among the most notable contributions to this field is Treatise on the
Principles of Religion by the esteemed scholar Shaykh Mirza Abi al-Qasim
al-Qummi, a leading figure of the 13th century AH and a prolific author
whose works have left a lasting impact on Shi1'T jurisprudence. In this trea-
tise, he distills key aspects of Imami1 theological thought, grounding his
arguments in Qur’anic verses and narrations from the Prophet (s) and the
purified Ahl al-Bayt (a), while also employing rigorous rational proofs that
reflect his deep insight and expertise in kalam. The treatise is a valuable
addition to the doctrinal heritage of Islam, presenting theological issues
in a clear and accessible manner that harmonizes reason and revelation. It
offers a coherent and authentic vision of Imami beliefs, free from distortion,
and written in a style that balances scholarly rigor with clarity—making it a
beneficial resource for a broad readership seeking to understand the funda-
mentals of Islamic faith.

Keywords: principles of religion, Imam1 doctrine, divine unity, resur-

rection, justice, imamate, prophethood.
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Ihbat: A Theological Study (Part I)
Shaykh Riuh Allah Furaghi

Abstract

This article explores the theological concept of ihbat—the nullification of
good deeds by sinful acts—a subject of intense debate among theologians and
often associated with takfir. The concept frequently appears in kalam texts un-
der the theme of “ihbat and takfir.” The prevalent view among Imami Shi‘Ts is a
rejection of ihbat, a stance that contrasts with that of the Mu ‘tazilites and others
who affirm it. Shi‘1 theologians have offered numerous arguments against ihbat,
while also responding to the evidence cited by its proponents, including inter-
pretations of Qur’anic verses that might appear to support the notion. The ques-
tion of ihbat is closely linked to the broader theological discussions of reward
(thawab) and punishment (‘igab) and their nature. This part begins by defining
ihbat and then presents the arguments that deny its validity. The study focuses
primarily on the views of early Shi‘T theologians—those preceding Shaykh al-
Mufid, as well as al-Sharif al-Murtada, Shaykh al-Tasi, ‘Allama al-Hilli, and
others—citing and clarifying their original statements where necessary. It also
incorporates the perspectives of contemporary theologians, particularly those
engaged in modern kalam. In theological literature, the discussion sometimes
appears under its own heading and at other times within the broader treatment
of reward and punishment, reflecting the integral connection between these top-
ics: proponents of ihbat argue that a sinful act can diminish or negate the merit
of'a good deed.

Keywords: ihbat, invalidation, reward, punishment, action.
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The Epistemological Transformation of Imami Kalam in the
Medieval Period and Ibn Sina’s Role in It

Dr. Hamid ‘Ata’1 Nazari

Abstract

This article investigates the interaction between Ibn Stna’s philosophi-
cal legacy and Islamic theology (kalam), focusing particularly on the extent to
which his philosophical concepts influenced both Shi‘T and Sunni theologians.
This line of inquiry is of considerable significance within both Avicennan stud-
ies and theological scholarship. One notable consequence of the dissemina-
tion of Ibn Sina’s thought during the medieval period was the emergence of
a philosophical school of kalam among Sunnis, exemplified by Fakhr al-Din
al-Razi (d. V+1 AH), and among Imamis, led by Nasir al-Din al-Tast (d. 1VY
AH). The infiltration of Avicennan concepts into theological discourse brought
about profound changes in the discursive style and epistemological orientation
of Imamt theologians. This study aims to delineate the various dimensions of
Ibn Sina’s influence on the epistemic and epistemological concerns of medie-
val Imami theology by comparing the pre-philosophical Baghdad school with
the later philosophical school of Imami kalam. Central to this transformation
were conceptual shifts in key epistemological terms, the development of new
classifications of knowledge, the articulation of theoretical frameworks in epis-
temology, and the introduction of foundational questions such as how human
beings attain knowledge. The incorporation of new topics into the field further

underscores the fundamental nature of this transformation.

Keywords: Imami kalam, Ibn Sina, epistemology, Baghdad school, phil-
osophical theology, ‘Allama al-Hill1.
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Modern Kalam: Epistemic Transformation and the Func-
tions of Contemporary Doctrinal Discourse

Shaykh Mahmud ‘Alt Sara’ib
Abstract

This article offers a foundational introduction to ‘ilm al-kalam al-jadid
(modern or contemporary Islamic theology), while also proposing the term
“renewed kalam” as an alternative designation. Emerging in response to
contemporary intellectual shifts, this discipline seeks to revitalize the tradi-
tional role of kalam in defending Islamic beliefs. The study reviews classic
definitions of kalam provided by prominent Muslim scholars and outlines
its principal aims, such as formulating doctrines and addressing objections.
It then explores the intellectual and historical factors underlying the emer-
gence of the modern kalam, especially transformations in the human, phil-
osophical, and social sciences. The article engages with theoretical models
that interpret the relationship between classical and modern kalam, includ-
ing the substitution model, the integrative model, and the renewal-of-issues
model. It further examines the concept of theological renewal in its various
dimensions—conceptual foundations, methodology, language, and sub-
ject matter. The article concludes with a comparative analysis of modern
kalam and related disciplines, such as philosophy of religion, psychology
of religion, and sociology of religion, highlighting areas of overlap and di-
vergence. The aim is to provide readers with an epistemic framework that
enables them to distinguish this discipline from adjacent fields and to grasp

its apologetic function within the Islamic intellectual tradition.

Keywords: modern kalam, epistemic architecture, structural transfor-
mation, pragmatic apologetics, doctrinal functions, epistemic rupture.
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9. The process of reviewing must be run confidentially and the writ-
ten notes must return to the editor in chief.

10. Reviewer’s notes recommendations must be depended in accep-

tance publication decision.
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Guidelines of Reviewers

Journal of Al-Aqgeedah takes notice on the accreditation of
highly standards and equality in reviewing process. It is inter-
esting in all procedures of reviewing process. Its essential inter-
est is to make the scientific reviewer examining the manuscript
very well according to his/her major. The manuscript must not
be under the reviewer’s selfopinion. Reviewer must mention the
reliable notes on the manuscript and return to the journal within
fifteen days and the reviewing process is doing according to the

following limitations:

1. The title and its approach to the content.

2. Validity of methodology and its approach to the content.

3. The documentation of the references and its modern ones.

4. Literature review and the scientific value adding to knowledge
field.

5. the manuscript meeting journal policy and the instructions of pub-
lication.

6. the research paper drawing from previous studies? Reviewers
must be mentioned that to the editor in chief.

7. Reviewers must mention and clarify the abstract that describe the
content of the manuscript. Here must be relevance between the con-
tent of the manuscript and its idea in Arabic and English.

8. the author explaining to scientific results depending on theory

frameworks.
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3- The researcher must follow amending manuscript according to

editorial board notes supporting to report of scientific reviewer.

4- 1 have no permission to do in original research paper except to

get the consent from the editor in chief.

5- I undertake in charge of any modification legally and morally

in all content of manuscript. and I hereby undertake as follows:
I- My own thinking of research.

2- To be concede copyright, publication, distribution of hard
and soft copies of journal to journal of Al-Ageedah or who is autho-

rized.

Name of the first researcher:
Institution:

Email: No. mobile:.....ceeeeeeereennecereenes

The names of participants (if there are)
Signature:

Date:

(2025 s rigmmsmarney Y3 G

AL- AQEEDA




| AR

To/
NO.

Sub/ Undertaking of Publication
Date:

Editorial board please to tell you that we get your manuscript (........... )

Please, fulfill the following undertaking statement form and return it as
quickly as possible to be ready for the review. It is important to know that
we consider the date of receiving this statement as the staring of reviewing

procedures.

Director

Dr. Ammar alsagheer

Undertaking Statement

Iam ( ) hereby sign and
my manuscript title is ( )
I undertake that:

1- A research paper is unpublished and not present to other pub-
lisher as fully or summary. The research paper must not draw from

any thesis or dissertation.

2- The instructions and the morals of publication must follow as

mentioning in this journal and checking the language of manuscript.
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by the editorial board or the reviewers.

6) The researchers must guarantee to work accredited research pa-
pers for meeting professional criterion and highly morals without
changing the outcomes.

7) The researchers must use scientific methods to get the reality.

8) The researchers must be neutral and be far of extremism of opin-
ion and the self. She/he must be openminded to the scientific reality.
9) The researchers must be accredited systematic approaches and

further evidence to prove the hypotheses and getting the outcomes.

10) Reviewers must be assured that there have no plagiarism. It

needs to mention to all published works.
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Magazine publishing policy

The aim of the journal is to provide equal opportunities to all
researchers. It is accepted the scientific research papers according to
scientific and accredited contents. Journal’s sight is to be a commit-
ment to professional morals of publication which is highly interest-
ing to researchers and reviewers with meet the aims and visions of

the journal.

The following statement of morals of scientific publication of this
journal has announcements and regulations particularly and morally
to editor in chief, editorial board, reviewers and researchers. This is
to be meeting with principles of global morals of publication com-

mittee (COPE).

1) Editor in chief is doing to achieve follow up and initially review
the manuscripts and the validity or the excuse for the publication
before sending to reviewers.

2) Editor in chief is doing with editorial board and the experts to se-
lect the suitable reviewers according to the subject of the manuscript
and the major confidentially.

3) Journal presents reviewers’ and experts’ reports for the service and
supporting researchers in an artistic way, methodology and informa-
tion. This is for the quality of the research process.

4) There must be a commitment to prevent discrimination against en-
mity, sex, social race or religion excepting non commitment research
methodology.

5) Journal has a commitment never using of the ideas of researches
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a- Journal tells the author that track running during one week

from the date of submission.

b- Journal tells the authors’ acceptance papers with accepting of

Editorial Board that they will publish during expecting date.

c- Reviewers may examine the papers with modifications or addi-

tions before publication that they return to the authors.

d- Journal tells the author that manuscript meets with a refusal

without necessary to reasons.

e- Each author is granted one journal from the number including

his/her publication.
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name, book title, translation, volume , name of the press, place of

printing, year of publication.

6- Manuscript must be included a list of references and bibliogra-
phies separately from the margins. Foreign references and bibliogra-
phies must add to as a list separately from Arabic ones with interest-

ing in order of alphabet of the names books and papers in journals.

7- Tables, graphs and portraits should be printed on independent
sheets and their references must be mentioned under them with the

appearance of places in the body.

8- Curriculum vitae of the new author should be provided with
the manuscript with mentioning to its submission to conference or
scientific symposium. It needs to mention the scientific association

which may sponsor or help.
9- Research must not publish previously.

10- Manuscript must be printed on A4 sheets with CD and mini-
mum 25 pages simplified Arabic 16 font for the body and 14 for the

margins with numerating order.

11- Order of research papers in journal are according to artistic

procedures.

12- Manuscrpts must be reviewed confidentially for the validity
of their publication. They do not return either acceptance or not. Pro-

cedures of tracking as follows:
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Guidelines for Authors

The Journal of Al-Aqgeedah is accepted re-
search papers and accredited studies accord-
ing to instructions of the scientific researches

as follows:

1- Manuscripts should be followed rules and international stan-

dards of the scientific researches.

2- Publishable researches must be connected to the journal’s main

themes, namely:
a. Ancient and modern theology
b. Contemporary thought
c. Suspicions and responses
d. Al-Aqgeedah library

e. Al-Aqeedah literature

3-The abstract must be in Arabic and English within one page
containing the full title.

4- The first page must contain the title, the name of the authors,

occupation, phone number and email.

5- The margins are in the body of each page and the sources and
references at the end of the research. As for the method of writing
the sources and references, it is written according to the international

formula known as (Chicago) and it is as follows : Surname, author

£(2025 /i’y Y5 G-

AL- AQEEDA




| rre
International NO. ISSN: 2709-0841

Journal Management: 00964-7717072696

Our website : www.iicss.iq

Email: info@iicss.iq

Accredited number in the House of Books and
DocumentsBaghdad: 2465-2021

Position Address: Iraq — Al-Najaf AlAshraf — Thawrat
Al-Ishreen — Al-Bareed Street —

Al-Imam Al-Murtatha (peace be upon him) Cultural

Complex
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8 Prof.Dr. Aqeel Sadiq Al-Asadi Iraq University of Basra, College | Contemporary Islamic
of Arts, Department of Thought
Philosophy
9 Prof. Dr. Mohammed Hamza Iraq University of Babylon, Col- | Contemporary Islamic
Al-Shaibani lege of Islamic Sciences Thought

Arabic Proofreading

Dr. Fada'a Dhiab

English Proofreading

Dr. Hamid Fayyadi

It is not allowed to anyone to publish or quote without refer-
ence to the journal or the authors. This considers as copyrights
and one of the international standards of accredited scientific

journal.
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Editor in chief

Dr. Hashim ALMilani

Director

Dr. ammar alsagheer

Editorial Board

No Name of Editor Country Institute Specialization
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